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Today's Prelims Practice Question

Which of the following Air Defence systems are correctly matched?

1.Iron Dome: Israel
2.S400: Russia
3.THAAD: USA
4.Iron Beam: India
Select the correct answer code:

a) 2, 3
b) 1, 2, 3
c) 1, 2, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4



EXPLANATION

THAAD: USA

Iron Dome: Israel

Iron Beam: Israel

S400: Russia

Advanced Air Defence: India



Today's Prelims Practice Question

Which of the following countries are not members of both BIMSTEC and 
SAARC?
1.Myanmar
2.Bhutan
3.Maldives
4.Sri Lanka
Select the correct answer code:

a) 1, 3, 4
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3, 4
d) 2, 3



Over 800 elephants died in kerala in 8 years

CONTEXT

▪ Kerala’s forests 

recorded 845 

elephant deaths 

between 2015 and 
2023, with studies 

indicating an 

increasing trend in 

the death rate over 

time.



▪ Younger elephants, particularly those under 10 
years of age, face the highest risk of mortality, 

with an alarming rate of approximately 40%.

▪ This increase in deaths among calves has been 

attributed to elephant Endotheliotropic 
Herpesviruses – Haemorrhagic Disease (EEHV-

HD).

Immunity in herds

▪ Calves in larger herds exhibit better survival 
rates due to shared immunity. 

▪ Exposure to various strains within larger herds 

enables calves to develop antibodies that 

effectively combat EEHV-HD, thus enhancing 
their chances of survival.



▪ Need to restore natural habitats and check 
the fragmentation of elephant herds to 

prevent EEHV-HD from becoming a major 

threat to the survival of Asian elephants in the 

region.

▪ Elephant herd sizes are found to shrink 
significantly in sub-optimal habitats where 

fodder availability is severely constrained

Current threats

▪ Elephants have been facing increasing 
vulnerability due to shrinking habitats and 

rising fragmentation exacerbated by climate 

change.

▪ Key factors contributing to their susceptibility 
include declining population sizes, sensitivity 

to high temperatures, competition from 

invasive plant species disrupting their food 

sources, and heightened sensitivity to 
diseases.



▪ Several critical variables  influencing elephant 
distribution patterns, including land-use 

changes, water balance in the climate, 

temperature fluctuations, and disturbances are 

induced by human activities.

Way farward

▪ Their is need for a systematic approach to 

understand and mitigate elephant death.

▪ The proposed framework would facilitate 
comprehensive investigations into the causes 

of elephant deaths, that would help to identify 

patterns, assess threats, and implement 

targeted conservation measures effectively.



India and a Case for Strategic Autonomy

Context

▪ India's recent diplomatic 
maneuvers, including Prime 
Minister Modi's visit to Moscow 
amidst the ongoing Ukraine 
conflict, have sparked a debate on 
the concept of strategic 
autonomy.

▪ This debate highlights the 
challenges and imperatives for 
India to maintain its independent 
foreign policy in a rapidly changing 
global order.



Stress Points in India-U.S. Relations:

▪ Discrepancies over Russia: India's neutral 
stance on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
characterized by continued energy 
cooperation with Moscow, has created 
friction with the U.S. and its allies, who view 
this as support for Russia.

▪ Public Criticisms: Recent public comments by 
U.S. officials, including the National Security 
Adviser and the U.S. Ambassador to India, 
have highlighted the perceived 
inconsistencies in India's strategic 
partnership with the West.

▪ Historical Context: India's strategic 
autonomy, rooted in its non-aligned 
movement post-independence, has always 
aimed at balancing relations with major 
powers to serve national interests.



Great Power Rivalry and India's Position:

▪ Evolving Global Order: The unipolar world 
led by the U.S. is shifting towards a 
multipolar one, with China's rise and 
Russia's assertive military actions 
challenging the Western-dominated global 
order.

▪ Strategic Balancing: India seeks to navigate 
this complex landscape by maintaining its 
strategic autonomy, ensuring it is not drawn 
into any single alliance system while 
engaging with multiple power centers.

▪ Russia's Role: Despite Russia's closer ties 
with China, India's defense and energy 
partnerships with Russia remain crucial. This 
relationship is seen as an opportunity to 
reframe the bilateral ties on more equal 
terms.



Positive-Sum Approach to Strategic Autonomy:

▪ Multilateralism: India advocates for a 
multilateral global order that reflects 
contemporary geopolitical realities, 
aiming for a more representative 
international system.

▪ Engagement and 
Independence: Strategic autonomy 
does not imply isolationism but 
promotes active engagement with 
various power centers based on 
informed national interests.

▪ Broader Benefits: India's energy trade 
with Russia helps stabilize global oil 
markets, and its balanced foreign 
policy can moderate Russia-China 
relations, contributing to global 
stability.



Role of finance commisison

Context

▪ The sixteenth Finance Commission 

headed by former Niti Aayog Vice-

Chairman Arvind Panagariya has begun 

its work by inviting suggestions from the 
public on the mandate set for it by the 

Centre. 

▪ The latest Finance Commission, which 

consists of five members including the 
chairman, was constituted in December 

last year and is expected to submit its 

recommendations by October, 2025. Its 

recommendations will be valid for five 
years starting from April 1, 2026.



Finance Commission

▪ The Finance Commission is a constitutional body 

that recommends how tax revenues collected by 

the Central government should be distributed 

among the Centre and various States in the 
country

▪ The Commission is reconstituted typically every 
five years and usually takes a couple of years to 

make its recommendations to the Centre.

Commission decide

▪ The Finance Commission decides what 

proportion of the Centre’s net tax revenue goes 

to the States overall (vertical devolution) and 

how this share for the States is distributed among 
various States (horizontal devolution).



▪ The horizontal devolution of funds between 
States is usually decided based on a formula 

created by the Commission that takes into 

account a State’s population, fertility level, 

income level, geography, etc.

▪ The vertical devolution of funds, are not based 

on any such objective formula.

▪ The Centre may also aid States through 
additional grants for certain schemes that are 

jointly funded by the Centre and the States.

▪ The 16th Financial Commission is also 

expected to recommend ways to augment the 
revenues of local bodies such as panchayats 

and municipalities.



Friction between the Centre and States

▪ The Centre collects major taxes such as the 
income tax, the corporate tax, and the goods and 

services tax (GST) while the States primarily rely on 

taxes collected from the sale of goods such as 

liquor and fuels that are beyond the ambit of GST. 

▪ The States, are responsible for the delivery of many 

services to citizens, including education, 

healthcare and the police.



Time to make climate part of green impact 

reports

Context

▪ Extreme heat and humidity, 

storms that cause severe and 

ruinous flooding across wide 

areas in urban settlements, and 
very cold winters. It is clear that 

climate change is touching 

human lives and our health in 

myriad ways.



▪ “Climate change threatens the essential 
ingredients of good health — clean air, safe 

drinking water, nutritious food supply, and safe 

shelter — and has the potential to undermine 

decades of progress in global health.”

▪ Between 2030 and 2050, climate change is 
expected to cause approximately 2,50,000 

additional deaths per year from malnutrition, 

malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress alone.

▪ The direct costs to health are estimated to be 
between $2 and 4 billion per year by 2030. 

Regions with weak health infrastructure — 

mostly in developing countries — will be the 

least able to cope without assistance to 

prepare and respond.

▪ Millions of people — notably women, 
children, the elderly, ethnic minorities, 

people with pre-existing health conditions, 

and those living in poverty — are among the 

most vulnerable.



▪ Working in extreme heat can double the 
risk of stillbirth and miscarriage for 

pregnant women.

▪ Construction of factories include carbon 
footprint, emissions of greenhouse gases, and 

impact on the health of nearby communities.

Climate footprint

▪ The total amount of greenhouse gases (including carbon 
dioxide and methane) that are generated by our 
actions are increasing rapidly causing climate change

EIA

▪ Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a 
process of evaluating the likely environmental 
impacts of a proposed project or development, 
taking into account inter-related socio-economic, 
cultural and human-health impacts, both beneficial 
and adverse.



Importance of EIA

▪ EIA links environment with development for 
environmentally safe and sustainable development.

▪ EIA provides a cost effective method to eliminate or 
minimize the adverse impact of developmental 
projects.

▪ EIA enables the decision makers to analyse the 
effect of developmental activities on the 
environment well before the developmental project 
is implemented.

Wayfarward

▪ It would be appropriate for India to enact laws that 

will attempt to conserve gains and prevent further 

environmental degradation due to human activity.
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